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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:25 a.m., May 28, 1997]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on May 29.

Message to the Congress on the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro) and the
Bosnian Serbs
May 28, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro), as expanded to address the ac-
tions and policies of the Bosnian Serb forces
and the authorities in the territory that they
control within the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, is to continue in effect beyond
May 30, 1997.

On December 27, 1995, I issued Presi-
dential Determination No. 96–7, directing
the Secretary of the Treasury, inter alia, to
suspend the application of sanctions imposed
on the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Ser-
bia and Montenegro) and to continue to
block property previously blocked until pro-
vision is made to address claims or encum-
brances, including the claims of the other
successor states of the former Yugoslavia.
This sanctions relief, in conformity with Unit-
ed Nations Security Council Resolution 1022
of November 22, 1995 (hereinafter the ‘‘Res-
olution’’), was an essential factor motivating
Serbia and Montenegro’s acceptance of the
General Framework Agreement for Peace in
Bosnia and Herzegovina initialed by the par-
ties in Dayton on November 21, 1995, and
signed in Paris on December 14, 1995 (here-

inafter the ‘‘Peace Agreement’’). The sanc-
tions imposed on the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) were ac-
cordingly suspended prospectively, effective
January 16, 1996. Sanctions imposed on the
Bosnian Serb forces and authorities and on
the territory that they control within the Re-
public of Bosnia and Herzegovina were sub-
sequently suspended prospectively, effective
May 10, 1996, also in conformity with the
Peace Agreement and the Resolution.

Sanctions against both the Federal Repub-
lic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
and the Bosnian Serbs were subsequently
terminated by United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1074 of October 1, 1996.
This termination, however, did not end the
requirement of the Resolution that blocked
funds and assets that are subject to claims
and encumbrances remain blocked, until
unblocked in accordance with applicable law.
In the last year, substantial progress has been
achieved to bring about a settlement of the
conflict in the former Yugoslavia acceptable
to the parties. Elections occurred in the Re-
public of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as pro-
vided for in the Peace Agreement, and the
Bosnian Serb forces have continued to re-
spect the zones of separation as provided in
the Peace Agreement. The ultimate disposi-
tion of the various remaining categories of
blocked assets are now being addressed, be-
ginning with the unblocking of five Yugoslav
vessels located in various United States ports
effective May 19, 1997.

Until the status of all remaining blocked
property is resolved, the Peace Agreement
implemented, and the terms of the Resolu-
tion met, this situation continues to pose a
continuing unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security, foreign policy inter-
ests, and the economy of the United States.
For these reasons, I have determined that
it is necessary to maintain in force these
emergency authorities beyond May 30, 1997.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 28, 1997.
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Remarks at the ‘‘Thank You
America’’ Celebration in Rotterdam,
The Netherlands
May 28, 1997

Thank you. Mr. Mayor, Mrs. Peper; to His
Royal Highness, the Prince of Orange; Prime
Minister and Mrs. Kok. To all of America’s
Dutch friends here and my fellow Americans
who are here tonight, thank you for a won-
derful, wonderful welcome.

I thank Gustaaf Sedee for his words. You
know, this afternoon at The Hague, he spoke
and introduced me and told the story of
being a young boy growing up under the
Marshall plan. Tonight he spoke and spoke
so well. Who knows, I may be remembered
as the man who accompanied Gustaaf Sedee
to Rotterdam. [Laughter] He did not explain
to you what he told us today, which is that
as a young man, he actually got to go to the
United States because he won an essay con-
test. And each of the nations participating
in the Marshall plan picked a young person
who won an essay contest to go and tour
America and meet the President. He met
President Truman on February 4, 1949. And
I have secured a copy, an actual copy of the
newspaper, the New York Herald-Tribune,
on that day. And I thought that I would give
it to him as an expression of our gratitude
for all of you and what you have meant in
friendship to the United States. So here it
is.

And Mr. Mayor, thank you for your won-
derful reference to my campaign and my
Presidency and my belief and hope in that
we should never stop thinking about tomor-
row. I think you would be a wonderful Am-
bassador to the United States. [Laughter]

When President Truman met with the
young visitors from the Marshall plan nations
years ago, he said he hoped that when they
were as old as he was then, the world would
know only democracy and peace. Well, today,
the world knows things other than democracy
and peace, but we stand closer to that dream
than at any point in human history.

For the first time ever, more than half of
the people on this Earth live under govern-
ments of their own choosing. And here in
Europe, the Marshall plan that President
Truman launched helped to rebuild a con-

tinent ravaged by war, gave strength to fragile
democracies, and sparked unparalleled pros-
perity.

Tonight, in honoring those remarkable ac-
complishments begun 50 years ago, our pur-
pose must be to summon the spirit of the
Marshall generation to create a structure of
opportunity and freedom and security for the
next 50 years and beyond, to give the young
people here in this crowd tonight, through-
out Europe, and the rest of the world, as
many as we can, the chance to grow up and
live out their dreams.

The generation we honor tonight fought
and won a war, then built the institutions and
understandings that prevented war’s return.
Now, closer to the start of a new century
than to the end of the cold war, our mission
is to shape the peace they made possible,
to reach for a long-sought, yet never-realized
goal: a Europe that is undivided, democratic,
and at peace for the first time in all history.

America wishes to join in building a new
Europe because Europe literally built Amer-
ica and because our futures are bound to-
gether. No nation contributed to our building
more than did yours. From this great pier,
more than a million Dutch men and women
started their journey to America. As the
mayor said, after the first Dutch vessel ar-
rived on our shores in 1609, it was just a
decade later, from the tiny port of Delft’s
Haven, that the Pilgrims set sail for Plymouth
Rock, giving birth to the experiment that be-
came the United States of America. The val-
ues of those early settlers became America’s
values: hard work and industry, individual
freedom and tolerance, a willingness to take
risks for boundless opportunity, a pride in
country and community that knows no
bounds.

Here in Rotterdam, those values faced
their most terrible test 57 years ago when
Nazi bombers rained fire on this city, killed
900 people, destroyed homes for 25,000
more, turned downtown Rotterdam into rub-
ble, as we saw in the marvelous film. Even
as your buildings burned, you kept your spirit
going. The American people today know that
the strength and courage of the Dutch Re-
sistance helped to conquer Hitler and en-
sured your ultimate recovery. And I am espe-
cially proud tonight that the allied forces had
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